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Purpose

The w
riter's central purpose or 

argum
ent is readily apparent to 

the reader.

The w
riting has a clear purpose or 

argum
ent, but m

ay som
etim

es 
digress from

 it.

The central purpose or argum
ent 

is not consistently clear 
throughout the paper.

The purpose or argum
ent is 

generally unclear.

C
ontent

B
alanced presentation of 

relevant and legitim
ate 

inform
ation that clearly 

supports a central purpose or 
argum

ent and show
s a 

thoughtful, in-depth analysis of 
a significant topic.  R

eader 
gains im

portant insights.

Inform
ation provides reasonable 

support for a central purpose or 
argum

ent and displays evidence of 
a basic analysis of a significant 
topic.  R

eader gains som
e insights.

Inform
ation supports a central 

purpose or argum
ent at tim

es.  
A

nalysis is basic or general.  
R

eader gains few
 insights.

C
entral purpose or argum

ent is 
not clearly identified.  
A

nalysis is vague or not 
evident.  R

eader is confused or 
m

ay be m
isinform

ed.

O
rganization

The ideas are arranged logically 
to support the purpose or 
argum

ent.  They flow
 sm

oothly 
from

 one to another and are 
clearly linked to each other.  
The reader can follow

 the line 
of reasoning.

The ideas are arranged logically to 
support the central purpose or 
argum

ent.  They are usually 
clearly linked to each other.  For 
the m

ost part, the reader can 
follow

 the line of reasoning.

In general, the w
riting is 

arranged logically, although 
occasionally ideas fail to m

ake 
sense together.  The reader is 
fairly clear about w

hat w
riter 

intends.

The w
riting is not logically 

organized.  Frequently, ideas 
fail to m

ake sense together.  
The reader cannot identify a 
line of reasoning and loses 
interest.

Feel

The w
riting is com

pelling.  It 
hooks the reader and sustains 
interest throughout.

The w
riting is generally engaging, 

but has som
e dry spots.  In general, 

it is focused and keeps the reader's 
attention.

The w
riting is dull and 

unengaging.  Though the paper 
has som

e interesting parts, the 
reader finds it difficult to 
m

aintain interest.

The w
riting has little 

personality.  The reader 
quickly loses interest and stops 
reading.
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T
one

The tone is consistently 
professional and appropriate for 
an academ

ic research paper.

The tone is generally professional.  
For the m

ost part, it is appropriate 
for an academ

ic research paper.

The tone is not consistent-ly 
professional or appropriate for 
an academ

ic research paper.

The tone is unprofessional.  It 
is not appropriate for an 
academ

ic research paper.

Sentence 
Structure

Sentences are w
ell-phrased and 

varied in length and structure.  
They flow

 sm
oothly from

 one 
to another.

Sentences are w
ell-phrased and 

there is som
e variety in length and 

structure.  The flow
 from

 sentence 
to sentence is generally sm

ooth.

Som
e sentences are aw

kw
ardly 

constructed so that the reader is 
occasionally distracted.

Errors in sentence structure 
are frequent enough to be a 
m

ajor distraction to the reader.

W
ord C

hoice

W
ord choice is consistently 

precise and accurate.
W

ord choice is generally good.  
The w

riter often goes beyond the 
generic w

ord to find one m
ore 

precise and effective.

W
ord choice is m

erely adequate, 
and the range of w

ords is 
lim

ited.  Som
e w

ords are used 
inappropriately.

M
any w

ords are used 
inappropriately, confusing the 
reader.

G
ram

m
ar, 

Spelling, 
W

riting 
M

echanics 
(punctua-tion, 
italics, capitali-

zation,etc.

The w
riting is free or alm

ost 
free of errors.

There are occasional errors, but 
they don't represent a m

ajor 
distraction or obscure m

eaning.

The w
riting has m

any errors, and 
the reader is distracted by them

.
There are so m

any errors that 
m

eaning is obscured.  The 
reader is confused and stops 
reading.

L
ength

Paper is the num
ber of pages 

specified in the assignm
ent.

 
Paper has m

ore or few
er pages 

than specified in the 
assignm

ent.




